COMMUNITY ACTION TOOL KIT
Young people need a quality education to succeed. Here are some steps we can all take to
STAND UP and ensure our local community is doing all it can to prepare our young people for
the future.

Know the Facts
The youth of America are our nation’s single greatest resource. Yet many communities find
themselves struggling to provide young people with the learning environments they need to
succeed. Here are some ways to find out about the quality of your child’s school:
Visit websites like schoolmatters.com. Here you’ll be able to find valuable and detailed
information about your school’s graduation rate and test scores. You can compare your
school to other schools. You can even compare school districts on a regional and national
level.
Attend local PTA and School Board meetings.
Simply going to meetings lets teachers and administrators know that you care about quality
education and will hold them accountable.

Demand High-Quality High Schools
STAND UP for your rights. Vote in federal, state and local elections. Demand that your
elected officials support academic rigor, relevant coursework and more personalized learning
environments that better prepare students for the challenges of college and work. Every single
letter, email or call to your local school board member, state legislator or Governor has an
impact. Your vote and your voice are powerful tools for change that these elected officials
simply can’t ignore.

COMMUNITY ACTION TOOL KIT

Connect with organizations already working to
improve high schools
You are not alone. Activist groups and citizen leaders are already uniting like-minded Americans
to advance this important cause. Here is a list of some larger organizations likely already
working for change in your area:
• America’s Promise: America’s Promise is an alliance that brings together communities,
individuals, companies and organizations from all sectors to improve the odds for children and
youth. www.americaspromise.org
• Communities in Schools: Communities In Schools National is an anchor to the nation’s
leading community-based organization helping young people stay in school and prepare for
life. www.cisnet.org
• High School Alliance: The National High School Alliance is a partnership of nearly 50
organizations representing a diverse cross-section of perspectives and approaches, but
sharing a common commitment to promoting the excellence, equity and development of high
school-age youth. www.hsalliance.org
• Junior Achievement: In partnership with business and educators, Junior Achievement
uses hands-on experiences to open students’ minds to their potential. www.ja.org
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Start a STAND UP

Movement

It’s surprisingly easy to get others interested in such an important cause. Start by simply
talking to friends and family about the schools in your area. You’ll be amazed at how good it
feels to be making even a small difference in your community. Just by talking to people, you
can create your own group of citizen activists. With your help these initial steps can grow into
a significant force of change in your area’s school districts. Here is a short plan of suggested
actions to get you started:
Attend local PTA and school board meetings www.pta.org to give members
information about the STAND UP movement.
Make a list of the organizations you belong to including employers, faith-based
institutions, and others. Find out what they are doing to improve schools in your community.
Urge them to do more.
Organize a letter writing campaign to elected officials urging them to support the
STAND UP movement. Send a letter to the editor of your local paper emphasizing the need to
prepare all our young people for the future.
Generate a list of key changes that need to be made in your community and schools to
ensure more students are prepared for the future.
Brainstorm a list of activities like meetings, community events and letter-writing
campaigns that may influence opinion on one or more of the key changes you identified.
Put together a calendar of community events where you may reach parents and
other community members to deliver your message. Good examples are fairs, conferences
and high school sports events.
Develop a project list to manage your projects. You’ll be able to keep track of
what you’ve done and what you’re going to do. You’ll have a record of what worked and what
didn’t.
Share your successes with the rest of us. Email us at success@standup.org and we
will feature the most inspiring stories of people everywhere standing up for a better
future.
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