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Dr. Mohan Jain, Trustee and Founder President, IDCA.
He has been volunteering as a Trustee and Founder president of India
Development Coalition of America, Willowbrook, IL,, which he cofounded
in 2004 with others. He has been serving in various capacities to the
advance the cause of poverty eradication and climate mitigations.
Earlier, he has volunteered for Friends of India Society (1982-89), India
Development and Relief fund (1984-93), The Swaraj Foundation (1998current). Organized programs and raised funds to support projects in India. Personally helped start a
school in hisvillage and set up a scholarship in his engineering college in Jodhpur. Visit s and donates to
NGOs, while visiting India since last 10 years.
Professionally he was trained as a Mechanical/Energy Engineer: 1979-Ph.D. (Energy) Illinois Institute of
Technology, Chicago; 1972- MSME, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas; 1964-B.E., MBM
Engineering College, JNV University, Jodhpur. During professional career spanning over 30 years,
worked in energy Research and Development at Argonne National Laboratory, automotive manufacturing
in US, and India, product development, teaching, software development, and managed a business. From
1980-84, I served as a Chairperson of the Membership Development Committee, and secretary of
American Society of Mechanical Engineers, Fox Valley Chapter, Chicago. I have co-authored several
papers and research reports.
He was born in Udaipur (Rajasthan) and grew up in Amet a village (now a small town), 60 miles North. He
had his primary and middle school education in several makeshift schools in the village. He attended high
school at Kankroli, a nearby town, and Intermediate Science at Maharana Bhopal College, Udaipur. His
family includes, wife Dr. Leela Jain, a Pediatrician, serving in Chicago and suburbs since 1975; He has
two children Manish, (Ed. M. Harvard, 1994) and Shilpa (A. B. Harvard, 1998). Manish has been
volunteering with the Swaraj Foundation, USA and Shikshantar Andolan, Udaipur since 1998. Shilpa
Volunteered with Shikshantar from 1999-2008. She currently volunteers with the Swaraj Foundation as
vice president and works as Executive Director for YES!, in Berkeley, CA since 2011.

Abstract
He Will be talking about IDCA’s Vision, Mission, activities and accomplishments in recent past and how
we can work together to help eradicate poverty and mitigate climate change in India.
IDCA promotes networking, collaboration, learning, giving and volunteering. It informs, inspires and
impacts poverty and climate change through various activities.
This year we organized the bi-monthly forums on Education, Healthcare, Water, and Livelihoods, and
Climate Change, 4th North Regional Conference in Jaipur on February 22, the 2nd South India
International Conf. at University of Hyderabad on February 6-7, and 11th International Conference in
Ahmedabad on January 12-13,and. Attended, 13th Pravasi Bhartiya Diwas in Ahmedabad on January 79, 2015, In 2014, visited our member International Human Benefits Service near Jodhpur; organized the
rd
12th International Conference in Chicago on October 18-19, 2014; In 2012 Organized the 3 West
th
regional Conference in Dec., 10 Int. Conf. in Chicago, Second South Regional Conference in Houston in
May; 1st Midwest Student conference in Chicago at the DePaul University. Prior to that organized our 8 th
International Conference in Jaipur on January 11-12, 2012 at International School of Informatics and
Management. More than 50 students from the St. Catherine University, USA, and Amity University
participated in the conference along with students from this College., Organized First South India
Regional Conference in Hyderabad on February 3-4. Visited several NGOs in Bangalore, Rajasthan,
Hyderabad, Aurangabad, MP, Haryana, and New Delhi. He will tell about how IDCA is helping its
members and partners in India. Each one of us can help by donating to IDCA, its members or partners in
India, Volunteer for IDCA, members, partners, Collaborate with each other, become member of IDCA and
work in one or more committees. Share the information with others and motivate them.

Dr. R. Balasubramaniam, Founder, Swami Vivekanand Youth
Movement, Mysore
He is a development activist who is a physician by qualification. After his
MBBS, he earned his MPhil in Hospital Administration & Health Systems
Management from BITS, Pilani. He has a Masters in Public Administration
from the Harvard Kennedy School, Harvard University. His living habits were
greatly influenced by the teachings of Swami Vivekananda and at the age of
19, he founded the Swami Vivekananda Youth Movement (www.svym.org) based on the principles of
Ahimsa (non-violence), Satya (Truth), Seva (Service) and Tyaga (Sacrifice). He has spent the last 31
years of his life in the service of the rural and tribal poor in the forests of India. He has built this non-profit
organization into India’s leading development NGO and the Swami Vivekananda Youth Movement
(SVYM) today runs 7 Institutions and more than 50 projects reaching out to more than a million people
across the state of Karnataka. It also has centers in the USA and UK. He is also the Founder and
Chairman of Grassroots Research and Advocacy Movement (www.graam.org.in).
Dr R
Balasubramaniam is also the recipient of numerous other State and National Awards. Apart from lecturing
& teaching regularly at many reputed universities around the world on Leadership, he was the
distinguished Frank Rhodes Professor at Cornell University, USA. He was the Head and Visiting
professor of the Vivekananda Chair of the University of Mysore. He has traveled widely within and outside
the country promoting the concept of participatory sustainable development, which is contextually
relevant and culturally appropriate. He is a Tata Scholar, a Mason Fellow of the Harvard Kennedy School
and a Fellow at the Hauser Center for Non-profits, Harvard University. He has authored 5 books and he
also writes extensively about Swami Vivekananda and on Development Issues in local Kannada and
English newspapers and in his blog at rbalu.wordpress.com.
Title of the talk at IDCA: “A development Vision for India”
India is at the cusp of exponential economic growth but severely lacks in many social indicators that put it
several paces away from being a developed nation. It continues to have a high proportion of
malnourished people, more in certain cases than countries that have a substantially lower GDP, not so
high literacy levels, poor conditions of water and sanitation, a large number of unskilled young people and
increasing incidences of social unrest across the country. There is a need to understand and appreciate
that mere Income & GDP Growths without significant human and social growth will not result in the kind of
gains that the Nation needs and aspires for. The time has come to reassess the belief that market forces
will help trickle down benefits to the poor in India and to re-frame not only our development priorities but
also to chalk out long term pragmatic plans that include the vast majority of the Indians. This talk will
revolve around the concept of how ‘Development’ needs to be viewed as a constant expansion of human
capabilities. It will trace the history of the Nations’s growth over the last millenia and the paradigm of how
expanding human and social capital is more critical to India today than ever before. It will also
demonstrate how this expansion can result in economic consequences for all. The talk will also include
how the eco-system for implementing this paradigm needs to be created and why the development
agenda set by the Govt. must reflect the ‘voice’ of the people/communities. It will conclude with a call for
collective action that includes the Governent, an engaged citizenry, a sociall responsible private sector
and vibrant civil society groups. The talk will be based on the experience of the speaker from founding
and running one of India’s leading development organization for over three decades and from studying
and teaching in some of the world’s leading schools including Harvard & Cornell.

Padmashri Professor Jagadish Shukla, George Mason
University, Founder and Chair, Gandhi College, UP, and IGES, MD,
USA
He is a University Professor and founding Chairman of the Climate Dynamics
Ph.D. program and the Department of Atmospheric, Oceanic and Earth Sciences at
George Mason University. He founded Gandhi College for education of rural
women in the village of his birth in India.
He is a member of India’s Prime Minister’s Council on Climate Change (PMCCC),
and Chairman of the International Advisory Panel for the Ministry of Earth Sciences
of India. He is a member of the Virginia Governor’s Commission on Climate Change. He received Padma
Shri from the President of India in April 2012.
He has the Exceptional Scientific Achievement Medal from NASA; the Walker Gold Medal from India; the
Rossby Medal from USA; and the IMO Prize from the World Meteorological Organization (WMO). He is a
Fellow of the American Geophysical Union (AGU), and the Academy of Sciences for the Developing
World. He was a Lead Author of the 2007 IPCC report, which shared the Nobel Peace Prize with Vice
President Gore.
He is author/coauthor of about 250 scientific papers; the editor/contributor for four books; member of
about 50 international panels and committees; and PhD thesis advisor for about 25 students. His
scientific contributions include the predictability of weather and climate, the Asian monsoon dynamics,
deforestation and climate change. His research has established that there is predictability in the midst of
chaos and that there is a scientific basis for short-term climate prediction.
Abstracts
Gandhi College in Ballia; No Cheating Allowed (Education Panel)
This presentation will describe the challenges of establishing and running a college in my village in the
Ballia district of the Eastern UP. In particular, the presentation will describe the current success of the
college after crossing the hurdles in implementing simple requirements that teachers must teach,
students must attend classes, and no cheating will be allowed in the examinations.
The Physical Science Basis of Climate Change: IPCC 2013 (Climate Change Panel)
This presentation will give a highlight of the scientific consensus of the Working Group 1 contributions to
Fifth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). The presentation will
address broad aspects of the science, ethics, and politics of climate change.

Sundaresan Subramanian, President, ConsultSubi,
Chicago, USA
Popularly known as “Subi,” Mr. Subramanian has a unique combination of
technical and managerial talents with an array of international
experiences. With a strong background in the development and
implementation of energy and environmental programs, he has a
demonstrated ability to assist small and medium-sized enterprises in
exploring new markets.
As a Director of US-Asia Environmental Partnership (a program of USAID)
at the American Consulate in Chennai and later as the Program Director
of the “State Environmental Initiative (SEI)” at the Council of State
Governments in Lexington, Kentucky, Subi successfully promoted many US-Asia projects/partnerships in
the energy and environmental sector. Leveraging U.S. technical expertise, he helped address many
critical water and energy related issues in India and other parts of South-East Asia.
Mr. Subramanian’s work is recognized through several international awards including the US Department
of State’s “Meritorious Honor Award” and Association of Energy Engineers’ “Energy Professional
Development Award,” and “Regional Environmental Award.” He is a LEED Green Associate of the U.S.
Green Business Council, a graduate in electrical engineering from the University of Poona, with postgraduate qualifications in Business Management from St. Xavier’s Institute, Mumbai.
Subi has written widely on topics related to energy, environment, and religion. He strongly believes that
global partnerships are essential to improve the quality of life, create more jobs and prosperity for all. In
pursuit of his passion, he founded ConsultSubi, a consulting firm (www.consultsubi.com) based in
Chicago to link Asian countries with U.S. expertise. Currently, the focus of his company is to build bridges
of cooperation between the U.S. and India to strengthen sustainable development.

Abstract
Water and Health
Safe drinking-water is essential to health. Providing safe drinking water to a population that is over three
times the size of the United States is an enormous challenge. Regardless of improvements to the supply
of drinking water, many water sources in India are still contaminated with both bio and chemical
pollutants, imposing a heavy burden on public health. It is estimated that almost a quarter of the country's
diseases are water-related.
Groundwater is still the major source of water in India. Many communities, particularly in the rural areas
and on the outskirts of growing cities, have little choice but to depend on groundwater sources that are
polluted. Excess of arsenic and fluoride in ground water continue to cause serious health issues.
Water quality problems are caused by pollution and over-exploitation. Water quality is impacted by both
point and non-point sources of pollution. These include industrial waste-water discharges, leakages from
sewage discharge, run-off from agricultural fields and others.
The presentation discusses water and health issues in India and potential solutions that involve better
technology, and the participation of concerned communities.

Leah Barnes has a B.S. Journalism / Mass Communications
from the University of Nebraska-Kearney and has worked in a variety of
settings. She is currently pursuing her MS International Public Service
degree from DePaul University, Chicago. The catalyst for this new
passion was the year she spent living in Bangalore, India as an expat
with her husband and children, for her husband’s job. That year of travel
throughout south India sparked questions and curiosity about how to
preserve local cultures in the midst of globalization. Her most recent visit
to India was a week’s stay in a village with a professor and colleagues,
studying watershed development and climate change adaptations. She
learned about IDCA as an attendee of the 2014 conference while
preparing for her study trip to India. A desire to learn more about work
being done in India lead her to offer intern services for this year’s
conference. She has a passion for connecting people to resources of all kinds. As an expat she saw the
value in people from across the globe, meeting, sharing knowledge and creating a community that solved
problems, and also simply found enjoyment being together. She sees a dynamic “human network” as
being critical to spark change in individuals, communities, and on a global level.

ABSTRACT: Going to the source…
Why water initiatives that address rural migration matter to the world
We hear about the global water crisis, but in the face of large challenge it can be easy to forget that
people’s livelihoods are at the center. Hear about the fact the world’s water is contained in only nine
countries, with lacking infrastructure and access, as well as environment, the causes of limited supply.
Water affects every aspect of life and solving global water issues is foundational to solving other
problems. India comprises nearly 20% of the world’s population, with only 32% in urban areas, less than
global norms. This means India can be a leader in showcasing collaboration, creative initiatives, and rural
development as solutions to this global issue. The account of a week’s stay in Bhojdari village,
Maharashtra studying watershed development reveals the importance of rural development. Individual
families may suffer the fate of large-scale problems, but conversely as those same individuals optimize
natural resources and recreate ecosystems, they become the change the world needs. See how the dots
are connected from global efforts, to India, by watershed development and climate change initiatives with
the help of groups such as IDCA, who seek to collaborate, communicate, and share knowledge in
conferences and forums.

Subijoy Dutta, P.E., Founding Director, Rivers of the World
Foundation, 1
Keynote Speech, 2nd International River Summit, “Reviving Rivers,
Rebuilding Civilization…” Marikina City, Philippines, November 19-22, 2014

Subijoy Dutta, a registered Professional Engineer (P.E), initiated the
Yamuna River cleanup effort single-handed back in 1993 and have
later been joined by eminent scientists and engineers from US and
India and a few NGOs in India, and US.
To that end he has been instrumental in founding the non-profit, 501 c(3) organization - Rivers
of the World Foundation in Crofton, Maryland in 2007.
He provides the major technical advice and directions to all the projects related to wastewater
management, in addition to community education and awareness projects.
Abstract
Decades of Persuasion to Revive the Life and Spirits of Yamuna River –
The Creation of Rivers of the World
Urban and suburban cities in India generate a large volume of wastewater. Most of this wastewater is
discharged to streams and rivers without appropriate treatment. Often the cost of wastewater treatment is
prohibitive for these cities and municipalities. To address this issue, the author studied the use of various
low-cost biological treatment systems for several years since the onset of his Yamuna River Cleanup
Effort in 1992. Reading an article about the death of 1700 people in 1987 due to a cholera outbreak from
drinking the Yamuna water led to this persuasion. This is a volunteer project initiated by the author. To
that end, a demonstration scale system was developed in 2003/2004. This design for a small community
system at the Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University has been modified later to meet the treatment
needs of highly polluted discharges flowing into the Yamuna River near Delhi through the Barapullah and
the Kotlah Drains.
Question on Water Quality led to a number of other related questions posed by the author. While visiting
people living in the banks of the Yamuna and other rivers, their cry and issues have been shared and
reverberated. The enormity is beyond the scope of this paper. Just a sample of these from Mahichand
Sharma and Vikram Singh, residents of Yamuna Nagar, below the Yamuna bridge, are listed below.
 To whom does the Yamuna belong?
 Who takes care of the life and family of each one of us?
 Who takes the temperature of your child when he/she has a high fever?
 Can we for this moment think of Yamuna as that child or mother?
 We have 100 questions and are feeling desperate to point that out. Who is there to listen?
The cry of these people bounced by the hard concrete wall, over and over again, led the author to move
on to other Rivers in India and other parts of the World resulting in the formation of Rivers of the World
(ROW) Foundation in 2009. Active assistance is provided by ROW Foundation in Philippines, China, and
Nepal, other than India. Some of the remediation steps, suggested by the author along with other experts
from ROW Foundation, for the Marikina River, Iloilo River (Philippines), and Yangtze River (China), were
diligently followed, which has resulted in improvement in River water quality and local ecology and
1
environment .

Joyasree (Ranu) Mahanti – Founder, Aamara Biswas (India) and
Our Biswas (US)
In spite of all the progress India has made, the condition of the poorest of
the poor (especially women) remains as it has been for many centuries. Joyasree
has always had a passion to help alleviate suffering, especially among women in
her home state of Odisha, India. It was in this vein that she transitioned from her
career as a Computer Programmer Analyst for City Of Lansing, Michigan to working
with several India-based non-governmental organizations, and ultimately to
founding Aamara Biswas for implementing the Nano Finance concept.
Though Joyasree did not have any formal background or training in social
work, her 10 years of experience in grassroots projects with different organizations in India (many of them
microfinance) inspired her to find a better way to reach the poorest of the poor – a demographic often
excluded from traditional microfinance institutions. People living on less than $1 USD per day often had
no option but to use predatory moneylenders to fill financial gaps – at interest rates of 120% or higher.
Joyasree started Aamara Biswas (Our Trust) in 2007 to implement the Nano Finance concept in
urban areas and villages of the state of Odisha. In 2009, she also started the US-based 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization, Our Biswas (Our Believe In the Services for Women of All Societies) to support Nano
Finance project in India and other parts of the world. Through the Nano Finance concept, Aamara Biswas
helps women to avoid becoming victims of moneylenders and helps them to build financial security for
themselves and their families.

Abstract
Empowering Women through Nano Finance
The main goal of Aamara Biswas (AB) is to empower extremely poor women and girls through
Nano Finance (NF) concept by providing them with access to very small interest free loans of $10 to $20
with a payback period of one-full year. The loan is for their emergency needs, children’s education, health
care, clean drinking water, and to help them start or expand their own small business. This funding
means they don’t have to go to the moneylenders for loans that carry an annual interest rate of 120% or
more. Since its inception AB has helped nearly 10,000 women and their families escape the cycle of
poverty. Trust (BISWAS) is the key factor for the success of Aamara Biswas.
The coordinators of the NF project and the women who take and return loans are responsible for
the existence of the organization and the success of the project. The recirculation of money is extremely
important for the continuation of the project. The initial investment amount given for loans usually gets
multiplied by more than two times through regular return and recirculation in about three years. Aamara
Biswas prefers to expand the NF concept rather slowly, allowing the women to understand the value of
small loans and the importance of returning the loans. This also teaches them to be unselfish and help
other women due to limited funds. Currently, we work in more than 60 villages of Odisha.
Many women have said that they prefer to take small loans which they can pay easily without any
constraint. The impact of such small loans has given these women hope and confidence for their and
their children’s future. The purpose is not to make them rich, rather encourage them to be independent.
One of the AB coordinators from the fishermen’s village has expressed how she and the women from her
village have come out from the four walls of their houses and have started their own livelihoods by taking
loans from AB and she feels proud to be part of Aamara Biswas. Since these women started earning and
bringing money into the family, they have gained the respect of their husbands and other family members.

This is really Women Empowerment! Once they are empowered, changes happen to the family,
community, and to the world.

Venupriya Nadella, B.Tech, MS-- Founder, Janyaa.org
As a child growing up she had remarkable memory and achieved success in her
academic field. However, she realized that the teaching methodology she had
followed, only encouraged memorizing and hence students couldn't relate and
completely understand the math and science. After completing her B.Tech in
Electronics & Telecommunications from Nagarjuna University, she moved to
Australia to do her Masters. Later she continued working for various companies in
Syndey until she joined SAP Labs, Palo Alto in 2001. She supported students in
India by helping them with their school fees and other needs. During this time, the thoughts of underprivileged children disinterested in science and math always bothered her. Her goal to do something to
change the way children learn was the driving force behind her creating Janyaa. She founded Janyaa in
2009 and started working with a small team of colleagues. Her rooted belief is that by just teaching the
concepts in a simple, practical and fun way so that children can relate to their daily life - a monumental
shift can be achieved in learning. Her dedication and inspiration bought this very important teaching
solution to primary focus. She has extensive experience in Software technologies working in Australia
and also in USA.
Abstract:

An innovative approach to impart Science & Math education
in any corner of the world with zero infrastructure
How would you teach your child how to change a flat tire? Give a list of instructions and get them on the
road? Show a video and expect them to be capable of handling the situation when in need? Or would you
take them to a car, show how to change the tire and work with them until they are comfortable to do it
themselves. Which of these options would you prefer?
Science and Math are applicable to all walks of life. After observing that children are lacking
understanding in basics of these core areas of education, we looked into various modes of teaching. We
realized that hands-on-learning is the best option to explain these concepts to students. Using simple
experiments and letting them practice with the same will help them retain knowledge. Did you know we
retain 5% of a lecture, 50% of what we see and hear, 80% of what we experience. (How the brain works,
David Sousa, 2011)
We then started looking at implementation models. The most popular were mobile labs. We could not
comprehend absorbing 20-30 concepts in a day and there wasn’t much of a role for teachers to play in
this model. So we decided to give experiments to schools in boxes where they can use/practice any time
of the year and train school teachers in using them. Since our experiments are based on curriculum
schedule, teachers get to use them at the appropriate time and benefit children the most.
So we started in 2009 with our innovative lab-in-a-box program to teach Science and Math using handson-learning techniques with relevance to daily life. We delivered experiments in boxes to schools, trained
teachers and worked with students in practicing the same. By 2011 we were implementing our program in
about 120 schools and have been growing steadily. The experiments are comprehensive, reusable,
lasting and being relevant for the 5 years that they are in use.
One of the major benefits we saw from our program is teacher motivation and thereby empowerment.
Teachers are more excited to use the experiments than using a blackboard. This has been one of the
major success factors of our program.
Janyaa has been partnering with other non-profit organizations such as Deshpande Foundation and the
government to increase the reach. Janyaa’s program has grown in just over 6 years to benefit around
1000 schools and has impacted nearly 200,000 students. Our program is currently being implemented in
12 states of India and we have started pilot programs in Kenya and Nigeria this year.

Usha Bhaskar Shedge (MCM), Cofounder, Vishnu Narayan
Foundation, Satara, Maharashtra
She was born in Satara, Maharashtra. Since her childhood, Usha has stood
for women’s rights and equality. With an outgoing personality, she has
made many friends and has always wanted to help others.
She has completed her masters in Computer management from Shivaji
University, Kolhapur, India. And currently works as BI Admin at Grant
Thornton LLP, Oakbrook Terrace, IL
In 1995 got married to a wonderful person, Mr. Bhaskar, who always stands behind her and works
alongside her for every activity. But the real support comes from her father in law who believes in her and
encourages her since day 1. Moved to Schaumburg in 1999. When she visited the Schaumburg library for
the first time, she was VERY impressed and wrote a 3 sheet letter to her friend describing the library.
In 2002, she heard about IDS and later came across IDCA. For many years, she has participated in
conferences and has learned new things, with a strong will in mind, she has replicated these ideas in
smaller scales in villages in India. She has always been active in the PTA and the community, not only in
America, but in India as well.
Since 2007 started working on more concrete ideas to start something in India. Initially, without any
organization, she did many things. But then, she realized having her own NGO will be very helpful. So,
along with many others, she founded the Vishnu-Narayan Foundation at Satara with the aim to work
mainly in villages. The strength of the foundation is that it is 100% family involvement at all activities.
They also have great support from many friends and volunteers.

Abstract
Improving Education in My Native Village Through Small Interventions
Social Objective:
 Giving the same opportunity that my children get in America to all children.
 Bring smiles on everyone’s face and spread the smile.
 Guide youth at the right age with an aim.
 Help Farmers/self-help group with innovative ideas.
 Repeat the pattern in neighboring villages.
Projects Done:











Library at Village; Computer lab;
Educational Trips;
Dance/Robot Camps;
Summer camps;
English Speaking Classes;
Weekly talk with farmers;
Conducted various competitions;
Guide/Coach 10th grade student Program;
Support/guide entrepreneurs;
Internet/WI–FI facility at village.

Dr. Manu Vora, Founder, Blind foundation for India, USA
Dr. Vora
is
Chairman
and
President
of
Business
Excellence, Inc., a global quality management consulting firm.
He has over 40 years of leadership experience in guiding Fortune
500 companies with Baldrige Performance Excellence
assessment in the areas of leadership development, customer
satisfaction, employee engagement, and process excellence. For
over 22 years as an Adjunct Professor he has taught Operations
Management courses at various business schools globally. He is
connected with over 50 educational institutions globally.
He is a Past Vice President of ASQ, ASQ Fellow, and Certified Quality Engineer. Manu has
B.S (IIT BHU, 1968), M.S. and Ph.D. in Chemical Engineering, and MBA with Marketing
Management. He is a sought after speaker on business excellence and quality management
topics globally with over 500 presentations and has published over 50 articles in
professional journals and conference proceedings.
He is on the Board of Examiners of the Asia Pacific Global Performance Excellence Award
Program (2004-present). ASQ has bestowed him Distinguished Service Medal, Grant
Medal, Lancaster Medal, Hutchens Medal, and Ishikawa Medal. He is a recipient of 2011
Ellis Island Medal of Honor and 2010 US President’s Volunteer Service Award. He is a
Founding Director and President of t h e Blind Foundation for India (BFI) and raised
over $4 million to serve over one million visually impaired people in India since 1989.

Abstract
Blind Foundation for India Story - Chakshu Daan
Moved by the plight of over 15 million blind people in India accounting to 1/3rd of the world's
blind population, the Blind Foundation for India (BFI) was established in 1989. 80% of the
blindness in India is either preventable or curable. In this talk we will cover the mission of BFI,
prevalence of blindness in India, BFI's projects to eradicate needless blindness, key results, and
path forward. Emphasis will be on sharing low-cost solutions to massive problems in India so
other organizations working on problem areas can benefit from this initiative.

Knowledge Transfer Leveraging Technology - GIAN Daan
We will also discuss gift of knowledge transfer leveraging technology for creating an
Ecosystem for World-Class Quality in India. Since December 2013, an effort is underway to
share quality management knowledge and soft skills to professionals/students at various
educational institutions in India. We will explore the use of free Google Hangout On Air for
knowledge transfer. Successful case studies of knowledge transfer in non-profit
(educational) and for-profit (corporate) domains will be shared.
Presentation at the IDCA 13th International Conference, Wheaton, IL, October 17-18, 2015

V K Raju, M.D., F.R.C.S., F.A.C.S.; Eye Foundation of
America, Morgantown, WV
VK Raju graduated from Andhra Medical College and went to England for
post graduate studies.
Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons and American College of
Surgeons. He is a clinical professor of ophthalmology at West Virginia
University.
Awards (partial list)
1.

Mahatma Gandhi Pravasi Samman 2014

2. Nathan Davis International Award in Medicine, American Medical Association
Foundation 2013
3.

Best Drs in America; Medscape 2014

4.

Top ophthalmologists in the World (international Association of Ophthalmologists

5.
Indian Academy of Medical Sciences: Dr. Rameshwara Sharma Gold Medal oration
2012
6.

American Academy of Ophthalmology: 4 times Awardee

Abstract
·

Tragedy of Childhood Blindness

Eye Foundation of America was founded in 1979. For more than 30 years, the foundation has
provided free and subsidized treatment in remote areas and engaging in health education,
practitioners training and research efforts that have advanced the visual health of 2 million+
people. India has one of the highest rates of blindness in the world. 80% of our learning is through
vision. A blind child is a burden to himself, to the family and the society.
Combating childhood blindness is the most cost effective of all health interventions.World Bank
A country’s most valuable natural resource is her children –Herbert Hoover

Vijay V. Yeldandi, M.D., FACP, FCCP, FIDSA, Founding Member,
Share Foundation, Chicago, Illinois.
Clinical Professor of Medicine and Surgery, University of Illinois, Chicago.
Director Transplant Infectious Diseases University of Illinois at Chicago
Adjunct Professor Indian Institute of Public Health Hyderabad, India
He was educated at: Osmania University, Gandhi Medical College M.B., B.S.,
1980, and University of London, London, UK. G.C.E. 1974.
He received his post graduate training at:
Loyola University Medical Center, 1986-1988: Fellow in Infectious Disease.
Grant Hospital of Chicago, Illinois, 1983-1986: Resident in Internal Medicine.
Gandhi Hospital, Hyderabad, India, 1980-1982: Rotating Internship.
Founder MediCiti Immunology & Infectious Diseases Research Institute; Director MediCiti Global Health
Education Program; Founding Member SHARE www.sharefoundations.org; Chairman HIV AIDS
Committee: American Association of Physicians of Indian origin. 2004 -2010; Chairman Public Health
Committee Federation of Andhra Pradesh Medical Graduates in USA

10 Years of Public Health Programs in India
SHARE PHMI through its close collaboration with state agencies and Technical Support Unit of National
AIDS Control Organization, has been involved in strengthening the Strategic Information System,
providing support for Laboratory systems strengthening and improving the competency of human
resources like Doctors, Nurses, Lab Technicians, Project coordinators, District Nodal officers for HIV,
District program Managers, District M&E officers, Program Managers of TI program and other NGOs,
Peer Counselors in home based care, training M&E personnel in Data management and Analysis,
training of Public Health Professionals of National, State, District and NGO level, thus contributing to the
national strategies for HIV prevention. SHARE has established programs providing technical assistance
in clinical as well as quality assurance programs particularly for laboratories engaged in HIV related
diagnostic work. PHMI is able to analyze the specific needs of India’s National Reference Laboratories
as well the State Reference Laboratories and is well placed to assist these laboratories in designing and
implementing programs for Laboratory Strengthening. PHMI has been working closely with Andhra
Pradesh State AIDS Control Society to bolster the capacity of laboratories in the public as well as private
sector. Partnering with private as well as Government medical colleges under the aegis of the
APAIDSCON consortium has allowed SHARE to greatly enhance all facets of HIV related programs in
Andhra Pradesh as well as throughout India.
SHARE India through its programs has trained thousands of health care professionals in HIV care and
support. SHARE India and its partners have worked to improve all facets of the public health programs in
India to address the HIV epidemic.

Jayanthi Subbarao, M.D., M.S. He was the Director of
Loyola/Hines Residency Training Program from 1987 to 2002. He is a Clinical
Professor in the Department of Orthopedic Surgery and Rehabilitation since
1992, both at Loyola Stritch School of Medicine in Maywood, Illinois. He served
as the Associate Chief of Staff for Rehabilitative Services at Hines VA Hospital
in Hines Illinois, and is a Consulting Medical Director for Coventry/Aetna Health
Services in Downers Grove, Illinois.
Standing out among the many awards presented to Dr Subbarao are the
Distinguished Clinician Award of the American Academy of Physical Medicine
and Rehabilitation (AAPM&R), the Outstanding Service Award of the
Association of Academic Physiatrists (AAP), and the Service Excellence Award
of the APS. He was also presented the A Estin Comarr Memorial Award by the
APS for his distinguished clinical service.
In recognition of his longstanding contributions to clinical services, education, and research, the Hines VA
Hospital renamed the physical medicine and rehabilitation department library and residents’ room the
“Jayanthi Subbarao Rehabilitation Resource Center”. He is a philanthropist and is very interested in
patient and public education. In 1998 Dr Subbarao established the "Jayanthi Charitable Foundation", In
memory of his parents and brother, which offers grants in support of education and research. Details of
the foundation activities are available at jayanthifoundation.org. Dr Subbarao is currently collaborating
with the Eye Foundation of America. He was a keen sportsman and was cricket commentator for All India
radio Hyderabad from 1971-73. He is actively involved in multiple community based and spiritual
activities.
ABSTRACT:

Challenges of managing Type I Diabetes patients.—
Prevention of complications by collaboration.
This presentation will briefly review the incidence and unique features of patients with type I DM in India.
This presentation will not focus on the diagnosis, etiology and medical management of patients with
Juvenile Diabetes. Diet exercise and medications are the hall mark of management for type I Diabetes
also. Preliminary data of a study of 100 children revealed that the patients seen are mostly from low socio
economic status and parents and children are not well educated. They rarely have provision to store
medications in refrigerator. Mortality of children with JDM is high.
Comprehensive care for these children requires a team of dedicated professionals with teaching skills.
Educating teachers (when appropriate) and other care givers is essential for good outcomes.
Compliances from children for chronic diseases like DM is very hard to obtain. Prevention of eye
complications appropriate foot care and monitoring for vascular status will reduce morbidity and mortality.
This presentation will high light the need for collaboration between multiple organizations to avoid
preventable complications to promote good quality of life. Preliminary experience with collaboration by
Eye Foundation of America, Jayanthi Charitable foundation, Bharathi Theertha and Rotary Club of
Naperville will be shared.

Uma Koduri M.D. Founder, Walk World Walkathon
Organization, Tulsa, Oklahoma
Chair - GAPIO (Global Association of Physicians of Indian Origin)
Nutrition and Obesity Initiative 2014 onwards
Chair - AAPI (American Association of Physicians of Indian Origin)
Childhood Obesity Awareness Committee 2013-2014
Founder - Walk World Walkathon Organization 2011,
President & Founder – AAPI Tulsa Chapter 2010-2012
Graduated with M.B.B.S. degree from Osmania Medical College and M.D. degree in Internal Medicine
from Wayne State University in 1993. She has been working as a physician in Jack C. Montgomery
VAMC since 1994.

Abstract
Wear Yellow for Obesity & Childhood Obesity Awareness & Healthy Lifestyles
Inspired by her loving father, a professor of Medicine, his constant reminder that “an ounce of prevention
is worth a pound of cure” and by the information in WHO ( World Health Organization) she founded
WWWO - Walk World Walkathon Organization to Educate & Empower individuals by organizing health
educational walkathons.
WWWO was inaugurated at 11-11-11-11-11-11 (11 seconds past 11 minutes past 11 am on November
11, 2011) in Tulsa, Oklahoma, USA. Several countries from five continents including New Zealand, India,
Europe, Africa and USA participated in this walkathon promoting healthy lifestyles. Other health walks
included Recycling, Hands Only CPR, “Unity in Diversity”, etc.
She initiated the Childhood Obesity Awareness Campaign at 12-12-12-12-12-12 (12 seconds past 12
minutes past 12 noon on December 12, 2012) and organized the first ever school walkathon for childhood
obesity awareness on April 6, 2013 in Penn Elementary in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and educated the students,
teachers and parents on how to tackle this epidemic. This is the first time ever that AAPI physicians got
directly involved with their local communities and schools for Health Promotion and Disease Prevention.
Impressed with her efforts, National AAPI gave her a grant of $100,000 to do similar events across USA
with the tag line Be Fit-Be Cool. As of June 2015, 71 schools across 15 States have been covered. She is
now working as Chair of GAPIO-NOI (Global Association of Physicians of Indian Origin- Nutrition and
Obesity initiative) hoping to organize such school events throughout the world. Recently, she organized 2
school walkathon events in Hyderabad, India on Sept 4 and Sept 12, 2015. Following the success of
these school programs, a new organization called I-COACH (India- Childhood Obesity Awareness
Campaign Hyderabad) was formed through which they plan to organize school walkathons across India.
On August 1, 2013, WWWO got Oklahoma Governor to make an official proclamation to Wear Yellow for
Childhood Obesity Awareness. Yellow represents energy, motivation, hope, optimism, pleasure and
happiness. At each school event, students are given sunshine yellow t-shirts with educational material
printed on them, a one mile walkathon and presentations by various speakers and promotion of
ChooseMyPlate and 5-2-1-0 concept (5 servings of fruits and vegetables per day, 2 hours or less of
recreational screen time, 1 hour or more of physical activity and 0 sugary drinks). The 5-2-1-0 concept
was developed by AMA, CDC and Maternal and Child Health Bureau. More information is found at
www.yellowout.org and www.walkworld.org. Also on Facebook Gapio Nutrition and Obesity Initiative and
Facebook AAPI-Childhood Obesity Awareness Campaign.

Dr, Velamoor, Rajagopal, President, Society for Hunger Elimination
(SHE), Tirupati, India
He graduated from the Sri Venkateswara University, Tirupati. He served the
Indian Council of Agriculture Research (ICAR) for 35 years in different
capacities and retired as the Director of the Central Plantation Crops Research
Institute, Kerala. He specialized in drought physiology and worked on crops like
sorghum, wheat and coconut. Many research papers in the International and
National science journals and books and book chapters were published by him.
He won many awards including the Distinguished Scientist conferred by Dr. A.
P. J. Abdul Kalam. He was the President of the Indian Society for Plantation
Crops (ISPC) and the Editor of the Journal of Plantation Crops. He was honored
as the Fellow of the ISPC and the Indian Society for Coastal Agriculture
Research. He did postdoctoral research in Copenhagen and visited Sweden, Netherlands, Germany,
Edinbrough, United Kingdom and United States of America. As coconut expert he travelled to Vietnam,
Philippines, Malaysia, Thailand, Vanautu. He was the Research Advisory Committee member in ICAR
Institutes. After superannuation he initiated the movement Hunger Elimination and You (HEY) and the
founder President of the Society for Hunger Elimination (SHE) to serve the poor and hungry with special
attention on malnourished children in India.

Abstract
A Comprehensive Campaign to Alleviate
Childhood Hunger and Malnutrition in India
The Society for Hunger Elimination (SHE), a registered non-Government organization in Titupati , Andhra
Pradesh (Registration No. 425/2011) has one of the objectives of addressing the problem of
undernourished/ malnourished poor and orphan children. Since India has large number of children below
age of five with underweight, stunting and anemia, there is urgent need to provide food fortified with
nutrition rich in essential vitamins, micronutrients, proteins. The normal carbohydrate rich food is found to
be inadequate. Hence, millets like bajra, ragi, pulses like moong, arhar, chenna dhal and fruits and milk
are given as supplements.
SHE has linkages with four registered organizations namely People Action for Social Service (PASS)
manovikas, Abhayakshetram, Akshayakshetram and Navajeevan Blind Relief Center. These
organizations are serving the mentally retarded, physically challenged and visually impaired children, both
boys and girls of different ages from one to 15 years. A total of over 400 children are provided food with
donation from philanthropists.
SHE arranges nutritious food distribution to children on occasions like birth days, wedding anniversary,
remembrance days as per donor’s request. Also food is served on Independence Day, Republic Day,
Gandhi Jayanthi, New Years Day, Christmas, Diwali etc. The SHE activity is being strengthened with
more donors to rescue the children with different disabilities. The ultimate goal is to ensure food and
nutrition security to the most needy children and make India hunger free.

Dr. Hari S. Lamba, President, Renewing Technologies,
Downers Grove, IL
He considers himself to be an engineer with a social and environmental
conscience. He is an engineer by profession and is currently the Manager
of Advanced Technology at Electro-Motive Diesel, Inc. He has a bachelor’s
degree in engineering from India and graduate degrees in engineering from
the University of Illinois, at Urbana-Champaign. He has done volunteer work
on environment, development, high speed rail and social issues with nongovernmental organizations and groups focusing on the US, on South Asia,
on India and on the World. He currently is also president of Renewing Technologies, Inc, which markets
small solar energy devices and sells services for large projects.
He is the author of the book, “Rethinking Progress – Towards a Creative Transformation of Global
Society”, Daanish Books, New Delhi, India, 2005. www.renewtechs.com. The second half of that book
outlines ideas for the sustainable transformation of global society. He has recently listed a Poem Book in
Kindle format on Amazon. The poem book is titled, “Our Only Home – Poems for our Planet Earth,” 2014.
This poem book is collection of about 29 of his poems that are full of the enjoyment of nature and the
beauty of our planet Earth. A book that will be published very shortly is, “The History of Our Earth – and
Our Role in Its Future”, which is a combination of poems and watercolors that takes a reader all the way
from the big bang to the current day in a very enjoyable way.

Abstract: “Our Common Carbon!”
The Speaker explores the looming problem of Climate Change and some of the solutions that have been
proposed by self and others. He then explores some personal activities in the areas of solar and wind
energy. He emphasizes that we need to take common responsibility for our Carbon – where it goes, and
what it does, in all human activity. He concludes by brainstorming on what we could do that would make a
difference.

George P. Nassos, Principal of George P. Nassos & Associates,
(www.georgepnassos.com), a consulting company focusing on environmental
sustainability and renewable energy. He is also president of Sustainable Energy
Systems (www.ses-il.com), marketing a new onsite waste-to-energy technology.
For 14 years, he was Industry Associate Professor and the Director of the M.S. in
Environmental Management and Sustainability program at Illinois Institute of
Technology’s graduate business school until he retired in 2011. He had been
teaching the sustainability capstone course since 1997 and, as a result, he has
over 300 graduates/disciples preaching environmental and social sustainability worldwide. Research for
the capstone course resulted in writing the text book “Practical Sustainability Strategies: How to Gain a
Competitive Advantage”, published by John Wiley and Son.
Prior to academia, he worked 15 years for Chemical Waste Management, developing unique treatment
and disposal technologies including fuel pellets from non-recyclable waste, and 16 years for International
Minerals & Chemical Corp. in various managerial positions, the last four years as Managing Director of
the company’s German and Dutch subsidiaries. He earned a B.S. (U. of Illinois), M.S. and Ph.D
(Northwestern U.) all in Chemical Engineering and an MBA from Northwestern University.

Abstract
Well Documented Technologies for Mitigating Climate Change
Since the industrial revolution, carbon emissions have continued to increase in the atmosphere,
and it is getting worse. Besides the well-known renewable technologies like solar and wind, researchers
are considering carbon sequestration and carbon storage. However, we don’t have to go that far as there
are several proven technologies that should be adopted universally. Well documented and old
technologies include converting nonrecyclable industrial fiber process waste to fuel, combusting wood
waste to generate many forms of energy, or even replacing coal with wood pellets. And all of these are
forms of renewable energy.

Amar Anumakonda, Ph.D., MBA, Technology and
Business Development Executive, Naperville, IL
Visionary technology leader with an aspiration to create gamechanging new products by deploying technologies to enable low cost
solutions in clean water, renewable energy, biofuels and
nanomaterials
Recognized for expertise in blending technology and business
acumen to enable growth through new product commercialization.
Stellar track record of 20+years of monetizing inventions as new
products and novel processes. A creative individual with 9 Patents in
energy, chemical processes and advanced materials and an
enthusiastic leader who orchestrated business process improvements and demonstrated collaborative
leadership to galvanize cross functional support inside corporations and develop win-win cross-industry
collaborations.
MBA, Finance & Strategy, University of Chicago- Booth School of Business, Chicago, IL
M.S. & Ph.D., School of Chemical Engineering. Purdue University, West Lafayette, Indiana
B. Tech, Chemical Engineering, Indian Institute of Technology, Madras

Abstract

Sustainable Technologies for Rural Economies
The growing problems of climate change and urbanization that are effecting humanity today are most
effectively addressed when technology is focused on strengthening rural communities, as they are the
most disenchanted and forgotten sections of the society that is eager in pursuit of most fashionable
trends. We have technologies available today that can bring clean power, clean water and green fuels to
the rural communities and create livelihood and stem urban migration. This presentation will showcase
how renewable energy technology that has revolutionized the urban world of the 21 st century can be
made even more impactful when it caters to the needs of our rural communities. We will discuss specific
examples of how the latest technologies like green jet aviation fuel can re-create new geographies, and
foster the growth of new supply chains in rural communities. We will also discuss the potential of how
clean power that is harnessed from nature like solar, wind and geothermal could simultaneously enable
clean drinking water solutions in rural communities through deployment of low cost technology.

Professor Fouad Teymour, Department of Chemical and
Biological Engineering, Illinois Institute of Technology, Chicago.
He is Johnson Polymer Professor of Chemical Engineering and the
Director of the Center for Complex Systems and Dynamics. He is co-director of
Distinctive Education Initiatives for Armour College of Engineering. He has
served as Chair of the department of chemical engineering from 2003-2008.
His research interests include polymer reaction engineering, bioenergy and
bio-based products, and complex systems and complexity. He holds a PhD in
Chemical Engineering from the University of Wisconsin and MS and BS from
Cairo University.

Abstract
Engineering Solutions for Affordable, Plentiful, and Safe Nutrition
Sprouts and microgreens are rich in essential minerals vitamins and nutrients and can help provide
affordable nutrition to poor and disadvantaged population worldwide. Currently, those are produced using
traditional hydroponic techniques, i.e. without the use of soil. Typically, these growing methods focus on
providing a moist, nutrient-rich, environment to the roots of the growing sprout while keeping the leaves in
an atmospheric air environment that provides carbon dioxide and oxygen. A variant of the basic
hydroponic technique, often used for improved efficiency, is the “continuous flow” process. In this
process, the plant roots are immersed in a continuously flowing (usually recirculating) aqueous medium,
but the plant leaves remain in full contact with air as previously described. The flowing stream allows for
optimum and efficient delivery of oxygen and nutrients to the roots of the nascent growing sprouts, while
the air surrounding the leaves provides them with an avenue for respiration and a source of the carbon
dioxide needed for photosynthesis. The same could also be achieved using the “water culture” technique,
which is very similar to the above except that the water is non-circulating, but continuously aerated. In this
technique, the leaves are still kept outside of the water medium.
We have developed a novel technique for sprouting we term “Kinetic hydroponics”. In this technique the
entire plant, from the time it is a seed or a grain to when it becomes a harvestable sprout or microgreen,
is fully immersed in the aqueous medium. The technique uses airlift technology to grow the sprouts in
transparent vessels containing a column of water that is continuously aerated from below using an air
distributor connected to an air pump. A screen is used to separate the distributor from the bulk of the
water column and to further refine the air bubble size. Seeds, and later on microgreens or sprouts, remain
suspended in the volume above the screen. Because of the forced airflow the seeds, sprouts and
microgreens are continuously moving up and down the column of water. The three-phase mixture of air,
water, and plant solids is fluidized under the action of continuous aeration. The air flowing upwards
through the column escapes at the top and may, or may not, be recirculated. This technique, as will be
demonstrated in the talk, provides an environment with simple, yet controlled operation for producing the
nutritious greens while maintaining the highest standards of food safety and preventing the hazards
generally associated with home-based production.

